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Tv? the Reader. 


4 


8 the EAnguage &* the Homilies 
is generally uncouth, and mary 
of the Words obſolete and out of 


Uſe,” I cannot do a more acceptable 
e of Service, (I flatter - myſelf, 


and may Cop give his Bleſſing to 
it) to the Chriſtian Community, than, N 
to render theſe Subjects which 1 habe 


choſen, of general Utility, andi te ex- 
cite others much abler thay 1 6 
to follow my Example. For we want 
a new Edition and Emendation Re 
the Homilies, as well as a new Tranſ- 
lation of the Holy Bible, which would 
prevent many Diſputes and Amimoſities | 
in the Chriſtian Scheme, and would 


reconcile ſyſtematic Divines to think» 


and preach more candidly, I am, 
your unworthy Servant in CHRIST, 
The EDITOR. 
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nr hath, fu offered for us, leaving 
us an angle, that we Mould follow 
his 9 8 


e Chriſtians, who are e 
war 3x deemed from the Bon- 
1. OY dage of Sin and Death, 
„ bye our Lord and Sayiour 
Jesvs Cartier) to let this-Time pals, 
without a commemoration of the Work 
of our Redemption, or the Mercy 
and Love of Cunisr, to us miſera- 
A2 ble 


72 


ble Sinners. 


ought we to remember, 


the Death and Paſſion of Cunisr ; 
whereby, 


q the Kingdom of Heaven. 


+ that tho' we were Enemies to him, 
by our Diſobedience to his F athers 
Commands, he nevertheleſs diveſted 

| himſelf of his celeſtial Glory, ſubject- 


Benefit and Advantage; and placing 


an offended Gop 


and appealed his Father's Wrath, 


II Benefits to a State 
done by Man, are remembered, with 
Thanks and Honour ; how much more 
the Benefits 5 
beſtowed on us and all Mankind, by 


he hath obtained for us 
Pardon and Remiſſion of our Sins, 
and reconciled us to his heavenly 
Father, fo as to make us the adopted 
Sons of Gop, and Heirs with him to 


80 great was the Love of Canter, 


ed himſelf to human Nature, and 
that in the moſt abject State, for our 


"Ip himſelf between us and the Wrath of 
"0 | paid our Ranſom 


for us, diſcharged our Debt of Sin, 


ug = gr + 


2 ha I * 
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Who then is there that can think 


on fo great a Debt, which could not 
be diſcharged but by the Death of 


the eternal Son of Gon, and not hate 


it ? If ſo hateful was Sin in the 
Sight of God, as not to be attoned 
for, neither by Man nor Angel, but 
only by the Sacrifice of the immacu- 
late Lamb of Gop; who is there ſo 
abandoned, but muſt hate e in 


his Heart! * = 


nf we rightly conſider that the 


a Son of GOD was ſlain for our S1ns, 
| we ſhall find more Reaſon to lament 


for them, than to exclaim againſt the 
Malice and Cruelty of the Jews, who 
were only his Executioners: It was 
for our Sins he was wounded : I 
thercfore highly fitting that we ſhould 
lament for them; for if the Son 
of Go was thus puniſhed not for 
his own, but for our Sins; how much 
more may we expect. to be puniſhed, 
for the many and daily Vices which 
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we commit againſt Gon, unleſs we 


truly, and . repens” of them? 


x 


* 


No Man who allows. Mer Sin, 


can be in favour with Gop; no Man 
can ſay that he loveth Cunisr, and 


cheriſh it in his Heart ; for only 


fo much do we love, and ſo far come 
unto Gop and CuRIST, as we hate 


and 291 from all r 


It was not only they who nailed 
Cunr1sT to the Croſs that are his Tor- 


mentors and Crucifiers, but all they 
' who by. their Sins, for which he died 


do as far as in them lies, crucify 


afreſh the Son of Gop: Let us then 
take heed and beware, how we com- 
mit Sin, leſt we be found to be Ene- 


mies to Gop and Traitors to CRHRISH; 


and if the Wages thereof be Death, 
ſurely he is in no little Danger who 


COm« 


RS. 


commits it; for St. Paul faith, © If 
„ye live after the Fleſh (to fulfil the 
hs Luſts thereof ) ye ſhall di 2. 


We cannot live unto Gon, but 


by dying unto Sin; if then Cnrise 
be in us, ve are dead unto it; 

and if the Spirit of Gop which raiſed 
up CrxrisT from the Dead, be in 


us, then ſhall the ſame Spirit raiſe 


us up to Life everlaſting: But if Sin 
reign in us, then is Gos the Foun- 
| tain of Grace, departed from us, 


then hath the Devil dominion over 


us, and if in that miſerable State 
we die, ve cannot expect to riſe to 


Life, but muſt fall into Deſtruction; 


for CHRIST hath not redeemed us 


from Sin that we ſhould return to 


it again, but that we ſhould live 


unto Righteouſneſs. 


For this we are waſhed with the 
Water of Nee in our Bap- 
tiſm, 


4 N 4 2 "op * < 
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bim, from the Pollution of Sin, that 
we ſhould live in pureneſs of Life; 
in our Baptiſm we promiſed to re- 
nounce the Devil and all his W orks, 
and become obedient Children to GOD; 
and on theſe Terms received the Cove- 
nant of Adoption to become the Sons of | 
Woo. If he then is our Father, let 
us give him due Honour ; if we are 
his Children, let us be obedient unto 
him, like unto CunrsT who was obe- 
. dient to his Father unto Death, even 
the Death. of the Croſs, for all that 
believe in him. For Canter ſuf. | 
fered not for his own Sin, for he was 
free from the ſame, but for us. For 
| faith Jſaiah, he was wounded for our 
Tranſgreſſions, he was bruiſed for our 
Iniquities, and with his Stripes we 
are healed, for- he bore our Sins in 
bis own Body on the Tree; he bore 
dur Griefs and carried our Sorrows, © 
n : and 
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— 


for 


and os Pry laid on Him the Ini- 

quity of us all. he ſuffered the Penal- 
ty to deliver us from Danger, that 

we being dead with him unto Sin, 
ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs. 


He willingly ſuffered Pain in his 
own Body, that he might deliver us 
from Pain eternal ; the more then 
we are beholden to Gop for his 
Benefits, the more grateful ought we 
to be; and may have the greater 
Iope, that as he has given us his 
onmy Son to die for our Sins, ſo 
he will alſo give us all other Things 
for our Benefit and en | 
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We may "So in all bur Wants 
both of Body and Soul, boldly pre- 
$7 ſent our Petitions 10 the Throne of 
F Cob, and alk i in Faith without doubt- | 
1 ing, and we need not fear but we 
ſhall obtain our Deſires. For as it 
is given unto us, thro Faith in Cun ist, 
a 10 | become | the Children of God, ſo, 
| B I. 
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whatſoever we mal aſk our heavenly 
Father in his Name, we ſhall receive 

who for his Sake our Gop will ay 3 
nothing. 


| So pleaſant was the Sacrifice of his 


Son's Death, which he freely offered 


in the Sight of his heavenly Father; 
that it made amends and became an 


Atronement for the Sins of the whole 


World. Such Favour has CuxisT 


by his Death, obtained for all who 
truly believe in him; that thro” the 


the Merits thereof, they are re-in- | 
ſtated in the Grace of Gov, and freed 
from the Debt and Burthen of their 


Sins. 


Who can expreſs the moſt excel- 
lent Worth of that Sacrifice, where- 
by we receive continual Pardon for 
our daily Sins, whereby we obtain our 
"Juſtification, and by which is pur- 


_ chaſed eternal Happineſs to our Souls. 
For there is nothing under Hea- 
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ven, whereby we can be ſaved, but 
only by the moſt precious Sacrifice of 


the Body of Cunisr * che Altar 
of the Croſs, 


barely no Works which can be 


done by Man, can be compared in 
Merit with this benevolent Act o 
5 Cuxisr; for all our Thoughts and 


Actions are of no Value, unleſs they 


are joined to the Merits of CHRIST“'s 
Death. All our Righteouſneſs is Im- 


perfection, when compared with his 


Righteouſneſs; for in that there was 
no Spot of Sin, nor any Imperfec- 


tion; and therefore is it able to make 
full amends for the Inſufficiency of 


our Righteouſneſs, which is mixed 
with the Alloy of Sin and full of 
: Imperfection; therefore unable to ob- 


tain the Favour of God, much leſs 


to challenge the Reward due to the 
Merits of Cunlar only. f 


, | bs then glorify his Name and 


a praiſe him for ever,, who by his great 
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Mercy hath purchaſed eternal Redemp! 


tion for us. Who unmoved by the 


heavy Sufferings of his bloody Paſſion, | 
opened his very Heart and gave his 


own Body, wholly for our Ranſom. 


Let us then open our Hearts to him, 
and by our godly Lives, ſhew our 


Gratitude to ſuch a Lord, and in Re- - 
membrance of ſo great a Beneſit, Y 
tet us take up our Croſs and follow . 


him; his Paſſion being not only 
a Ranſom for our Sins, but alſo an 


Example of Patience in ſuffering for 


Ik it was neceſſary for Cuxlsr thus 
to ſuffer, before he entered into his, 
Glory; why ſhould we think it hard, 
to bear the Crofles of Adverſity and 
the Troubles of this World; ſeeing. 
that if we ſuffer with 3 Wwe 
ſhall alſo reign with him in Heaven. 


Not that the Sufferings of this 
World are | worthy to be compared 
wich ; 
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with the Glory which. mall be re- 
vealed in us; yet we ſhould be con- 
tent cheerfully to ſuffer, that we may 


be like unto CanrsT in this Life, and 
by our Deeds glorify. our Father who 
is in Heaven. For tho' it may to 
us ſeem painfull to bear the Croſs of 
Cunisr in ſuſſering in this Liſe, 
yet it bringeth forth the Fruit of Joy 


unto them that are exerciſed there- 


by. 


| Let us then net regard the Pain, | 


but look unto the Reward which fol- 
lows the Labour: let us endeavour 
to bear thoſe Sufferings, which we 
may endure innocently for Cua1sT's. 
Sake, with Patience, as he himſelf 
did. For faith the Apoſtle, If 
ye ſuffer for your Faults with Patience, 
what Glory is it, then hath not Pa- 


tience its true Work in you; but if 
ye ſuffer undeſervedly, and take it 
patiently, this is acceptable to Gop; 


for ſo d Cun iar ”m_ who did 9 - 


Sin, 


Lu) 


33 Sin, neither was guile found i in is 
when he was reviled, 


Mouth; who, when h 
reviled not again; when he ſuffered 
he threat'ned not, 


eouſſy. 


Perſett Patience careth not what 
nor from whom it ſuffereth, but en- 
deavours to ſuffer undeſervedly; and 
fo little fubje@ is that Man who hath | 


truc Chriftian Charity in his Heart 


to Vengence, that according to our 


Lords Command, he is always ready 
to do Good for Evil, to blefs them 


that curſe him, and to pray ſor them 
that deſpitefully uſe him and perſe- 
cute him; according to the Example 
of Cnaisr, the moſt perſe& Pattern 
of Meekneſs and Charity, who in his 
| expiring Moments when blecding on 
the Croſs, for our Sins, prayed for 
| his Perſecutors and Murderers; whoſe 


ſteeled Hearts, and uncompaſſionate 


Breaſts, only derided and laugbed at 
His Sufferings. Yet fo compaſſionate 


Was 


but committed his 
Cauſe to Gap, that judgeth right- 
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was he towards them, as hs offer- 


ed up his Prayers to his heavenly 


| Father, ſaying forgive them, for 
wy 5 now not what they 40. 


When his- own ac 8 


and apoſtate Apoſtle, came to betray 
him to his Enemies, he only ſaid to 
8 him, 6 ' Wherefore art thou come. 


If chen we 9 800 tity com- 


memorate Carsrt's Sufferings for us, 


we muſt be mindful of, and imitate 


theſe great Examples of his Charity. 


If we would become true Servants of 
we muſt have ſuch Love 
one towards another. For thus fail: 
our Lord and Saviour, If ye love 


them only, who love you, what Re- 
ward have ye, or what do ye more 


than others, do not eren the Hea- 
| thens and the "pany Sinners tee ; 


Same? 


| Higher | in Perfeftion, and imitate the 
'Parfefiion of our Father who is in 
Heaven, 


c 46 1 


Heaven, a 8 his "oY to 
ſhine on the Juſt and on the Unjuſt, 
LE: and ſendeth his Rain on the Good. 
= and on the Evil. We ſhould ſhew 


our Love and Charity indifferently to 


all, Friend or Foe; and like obe- 


4 Children, follow the Example 


of Go our | heavenly F aber. 


For as Cunisr who was the Son 


of Gob, and equal with his Father, 
was nevertheleſs obedient to him even 


to the moſt ſhameful Death of the 
Croſs —— Ought we not then to be 
obedient to our Go, in the ſmaller 


Matters of Love, Charity and Patience; 
let us then live as ſincere Chril- 
tians, being kind one to another, tcn- 
der-hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God for Curist's Sake hath 
_"— us. | 5 


Thoſe Men are very unfit to alk 
Forgiveneſs of their Sins from Gon, 
who refuſe to forgive the ſmaller Of- 
fences of their Brethren againſt them. 
An vain do they ſeck for Mercy from 
Co, | 
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Cov, who refale to Grew Mercy; if 
we deſire that Gop ſhould forgive 


us our Treſpaſſes, we muſt alſo for- 


give all thoſe who treſpaſs againſt us. 


This 1s the Condition which Gop re- 


_ quires of us. Forgive, and ye ſhall 


be forgiven, It is very unbecoming 
in Chriſtians to be ſevere and rigid 
one towards another, when Cunisr 
our Saviour hath been ſo kind to us, 


as to lay down his Life for us, that 


our Sins might be forgiven; for how | 
unworthy ſoever our Neighbour of him- 
ſelf may be of our Foriiveneſs; vet 
ſurely Cunts is worthy of it, for 
whoſe Sake we ought to forgive all 
Who ollend us. | 


If a any Benefit from that 


Pardon, which CHRIST by his pre- 
cious Blood ſhedding, hath purchaſed 


from Gop for us, it is neceſſary that 
we forgive our Brethren. Nothing is 
more becoming the Servants of CHALST 


than Mercy and Compaſſion. Let us 
not then be rigid and ſevere, but 


FP * — mans 


by this we know that we are of Gov, 


[ 18 7 
kind and favourable one towards a- 
nother; let us according to St. James's 
Advice. Pray for one another, that 
we may become leſs liable to Offences, 
one towards another, which thro' the 
Frailneſs of our Nature we are all of 
us too prone to; and that we may 
be of one Mind and one Spirit, a- 
greeing in brotherly Loye, as the 
Children of Gop: 


By theſe Means we ſhall obtain 
Mercy from Gor, and become the 
more ready to receive our moſt gra- 
cious Saviour and Redeemer, in his 
moſt bleſſed Sacrament, to the ever- 


laſting Comfort of our Souls: For 


Cur1sr delighteth to enter in and to 
dwell with that Soul, where Love and 
Charity reigneth, and where Peace 


aboundeth. 


Gop, faith St. John, is Love and 


he that abideth in Love, abideth in 


Gop, and Gop in him. And again 


R 


L. 39-3 
if we love our Brethren, and that we 
are delivered from Death unto Life. 
But he that hatcth his Brother, abid- 
eth in Death and is the Child of the 
Devil. For as Peace and Charity make 
us the Children of Gop, and like unto 
CuisT, ſo Hatred and Malice make 
us the Children of the Devil and like 
unto him. 


May then Almighty Gop grant us 
his Grace, that we may follow the Ex- 
ample of our Lord and Saviour Iꝝsus 

CuxnisT, in Peace and Charity, in Pa- 
tience, Meckneſs and Suffering; that 
he may dwell in us, and give unto us 
the ſure Pledge of our Salvation: for 
if the Mind of CuRIsr be in us, then 
may we be aſſured through him of the 
Favour of Goo, 


4 He ſitteth on the right Hand of Gop 
as our Mediator and I nterceſſor, plead- 
ing our Cauſe before his heavenly Fa- 
1 ; ther, and praying that his aſſiſting 
$4 C nk. Grace 


1 20 } 
Grace may be given unto us, to aid 
us in all our Neceſſities. Wherefore 
in all our Wants we may ſafely apply 
_ ourſelves to Gov for CurtsT's Sake, 
and need not fear but we ſhall obtain 
our Petitions. ” | 


Let us then examine ourſelves, how 
much we ſtand in need of this great 
Virtue of Charity and Patience ; andif 
we find our Hearts diſinclined thereto, 
in forgiving thoſe who may have of- 
fended us, then let us acknowledge 
our Want, and pray unto Gop that 


he would turn our Hearts, and grant | 
us that moſt excellent Gift of Charity, 

the very Bond of Peace and of all Vir- 
tues: For unleſs we forgive others, 


we cannot expect ourſelves to be for- 


given of Gop. Unleſs we forgive our 
Neighbours, it is not all that we can 
do, not all the Prayers of ourſelves 
or others for Us, it is not our own 


nor others good Works in our behalf, 
that can pacify Gov, or prevail with 
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bim to 1 at Peace with us, . nor can 
we expect the Mediation of Curt, 


for he that loveth CurisT, muſt love 
his Brother alſo. = 


Tis Mercy that is more acceptable 
to Gop than Sacrifice, "Twas Mercy 
moved our Lord and Saviour to ſuffer 
for his Enemies, we ought then to 
follow his Example. 


For tho' we meditate frequent on 
the Benefits of Curisr's Paſhon, tho' 
we praiſe him for them and truſt in 
them, yet if we follow not the ex- 
ample of his Paſſion, it will but little 
avail us. But if we conſider the 
Death and Paſſion of our Lord and 
Saviour Ixsus CuRIST, thus dying for 
us, and hold faſt by Faith the Me- 


rits thereof, reſolving as we are 
Chriſtians to live like Chriſtians, in 


perfect Love and Charity with all 
Men, even as Cakisr, who laid down 
his Life for all Men; then do we 
truly remember his Death, and by 
thus 


* 


[=] 


da following his Steps, we ſhall bi | 
fare to follow him to Glory eternal, 
where he now reigneth with the 


FATHER and the HoLy Guosr, Three 
Perſons _ One Gop, ED 


To om be all Honour and Glory 


now and for evermore, Amen, 
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D7$COURSE 


ON THE 


GOODNESS of GOD 
Diſcern d i in his Works to Mankind. 


Rox, Chap. XI. W 36. 


For 5 him, and thr ah him, and to 


him are all Things. 


* ROM theſe Words may 


IM 125 be oblerecd the Praiſe 
F Yao! and C ommendation due 


ELLE = to the Almighty, not 


only for our Creation 


and Preſervation, wherein his excellent 


Power and Wiſdom is ſo maniſeſt, as 


muſt. induce us to honour and fear 


| him. 
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" But, more eſpecially, 1 bis 
| Liberality and bountiful Goodneſs, 
which he daily beſtows on the Sons 
of Men; for whoſe Uſe he made the 


World and all Things that are therein. 


Which loving Kindneſs and Benefi- 
cence ſhould, on our Patt, be re- 
membered with | Praiſe; Love and 
Thanks of Gratitude; and ſhould 
move us to obey Gop and ſerve him 
truly, all the Days of our Lives. 
Let me then hope, that what I may 
now ſay may raiſe ſuch Emotion in 
your Hearts, as may induce you to 


praiſe Gop for his Goodneſs: For 


of what Benefit will it be to you to 


know theſe Things, that whatever is 
good cometh from Gop, and that 
whatſoever cometh from him muſt be 


good, if you reſt ſatisfied with the 


bare Knowledge thereof, and do not 


glorify him in his great Power and 
- Goodneſs. What Service can it be 


to M en, to conſider the Creation of 
tne W orld, and 10 behold the Goo d- 
* F neſs 
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neſs of GOD therein; who they are 


not led by this Conſideration, to praiſe 
him for them? If they do not, what 

can they expect but to periſh in their 
&# Folly, to be led through their Un- 
7 thankfulneſs into utter Deſtruction? 
For nothing elſe can be expected, : 
from ſuch as draw nigh unto Gop 
by Knowledge, and yet depart from 
him by Ingratitude and Unthankful- 
ne, For, faith the Plalmiſt, .Lo! 
they that depart from Gor ſhall pe- 
Tiſh, for he hath deſtroyed all them 
that have forſaken him, Which the 
Prophet Jeremiah confirmeth, ſaying, 
O Lord, whatſoever they be that 
forſake thee, ſhall be confounded ; 

they that depart from thee, ſhall be 
written in the Duſt and ſoon for- 
gotten. 5 „„ 


4 It can then be no Benefit to us, 

5 to hear of the Goodneſs of Goo, if 
we are not enflamed thereby, to 
a Praiſe him for that Goodneſs. It was 


5 1 


—— 


f 26 1 


of little Service to the Jews to know 
they were the elect People of Gon, 


ſince they received not him in their 


Hearts, nor were thankful for his 


Benefits beſtowed upon them ; and 


their Ingratitude was the Cauſe of 


: their Deltruftion, 


Let us then not follow their Steps, : 
but rather be led by the Example of 


St. Paul, who, when he meditated 


on the wond'rous Works and the | 


Goodneſs of Almighty God, in an 


Extacy exclaimed, O the Depth of 
the Riches both of the Wiſdom and 
Knowledge of Gon! How unſearch- 
able are his Judgments; and bis 
Ways paſt finding out! For, of him, 
and thro' him, and to him are all 
Things. To whom be Glory for 


evermore. 


From which Words, I ſhall endea- 
vour to ſhew you, that all good 
Things come unto us from the Fa- 
cher Ra ͤ 
| Which 
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Which being duly c muſt 
tauſe us to return our moſt grateful 
Thanks and Praiſe to the All-boun- 
til tiful and Almighty Donor. And that 
we may do theſe Things the better, 
to the Glory of Gop, let us, with 


F aith and Charity in our Hc arts, call 
upon him, the. Father of Mercies, 
from whom. cometh every good and 


N perfect Gift, thro' the Mediation of 


his dearly beloved Son our Saviour, 


that we may be alſiſted by his Holy 
Spirit, to enable us to demean our- 
ſelves, both in ſpeaking and hearing 


to the Salvation of our Souls. 


But let me not 13 be underſtood 
(my Chriſtian Hearers) as tho' I meant 
fully to declare unto you, that ex- 


cellent Power and incomparable Wil 


dom of the Almighty, which 1s paſt 
Man's Under rſtanding: For how can 


that be comprehended by mortal 


Words, which is in itſelf incompre- 


henſible; and what Arrogance muſt 
31 it 


28 4 


it he for Duſt and Aſhes to imagine | 
that he can worthily deſcribe his 


Maker. It is impoſſible for the dark 


Underſtanding and Wiſdom of Man 
to ſpeak ſufficiently of that Majeſty, 
which Angels cannot comprehend, | 
Let me rather acknowledge my Weak- 
neſs, than raſhly attempt that which 
is above my Capacity to perform. 


Let us rather, in low Humility of 
Heart, reverence and fear that Ma- 


jeſty which we cannot comprehend, 


acknowledging our own Weakneſs, 


than attempting to explain what ſur- 
paſſes our Underſtanding; which by 


an over curious Enquiry, may be 


over charged with Glory. We ſhould 


rather contemplate the Goodneſs of 


Gov, in which we may be profitably 


employ'd, and may bolder examine. 
tee the Power of the God- 


head, can only make us dread and 


fear him. To conſider his Wiſdom, 
might diſcomſort our F railty. But 
when 
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| when we conſider his Goodneſs, we 
are thereby encouraged to truſt in 
him, Thereby we are aſſured, we 


may take Refuge, Hope and Com- 
fort 1 in him our merciful Father, thro' 


the whole Courſe of our Lives: His 
Power and Wiſdom ſhew him a God 
omnipotent and ommicient, ruling in 


Heaven and on Earth, and having 


all Things in Subjettion under his 


Feet; ſo that none ſhall ſay unto 


him What doſt thou? For no one 


can reſiſt him. For he maketh all 


Things in his Judgment for his own 
Pleaſure; even the Wicked for the 
Ba Day of Evil. He is therefore in 


Scripture called a conſuming Fire, 


a fearful and terrible Gop. In this 


Light then we cannot approach unto 
him, but his Goodneſs tempereth the 


Greatneſs of his Power, making us 
bold, and giving us Hope, that he 
will be merciful unto us. 


11 is his Goodneſs that moveth him 
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we became Chriſtians, 
brought into a nearer Relation to 
| him, and the Hope of everlaſting 
Life. What elſe doth urge him by 
his gentle and loving Voice in the 
i Scriptures, 2 to call us to Repentance, 
and thereby to come unto him; it 
is not our Deſerts, but his Goodnets | 
only : For, it was he that made us 
and not we ourſelves. It was CuRIs * 
who redeemed us, and ſaved us, not 
for our Deſerts ; but by the Good- 
neſs of Go only. 
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to have Delight in the Se of IE 
It 1s his Goodneſs that moveth him 
to call us unto him; it is that which 


endureth our departing from him, 


and waiteth long for our Repentance. 
lt was his. Goodneſs that gave us 
Reaſon. It was of his Mercy that 
and were 


"If any one | ſhould now 4 fg 


whence came the Righteouſn. : 3 and 


good Deeds of 250 who have fallen 
aleep 
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afleep in the Loxy, | wich which Co 


was well pleaſed? Iſaiah will tell us, 


It is the LORD who of his Goodneſs 


hath wrought all our Works in us. 


But to prove this more fully, ant 


to give an Anſwer to all ſuch as ſeem 
to juſtify themſelves by their own 


Righteousneſs, and rob Goy of his 
Honour, by imputing to their own 


Merits what Is due to his Goodneſs 


None, Let us hear what St. Paul 
ſaith, who tells us, that we are not 
able of our clves to think any Thing 


(that is good) as of ourſelves, but 
our Sufficiency is of Gov; who en- 
ableth us both to will and to do; 


for it is in him we live, move, and 
have our Being. 


| Hence then, it is plain, that all 
the Good in us, and all the Grace 
in our Souls, is of the mere Good- 


_ neſs of Gop. And is it reaſonable 
to think, that as all ſpiritual | good 
Things proceed from him; that tem- 


poral 


[ 32 T 


poral Goods do not do the ſame, 
but ariſe from ſome other Cauſe with- 
in ourſelves? For, doth Gop of his 


Goodneſs adorn our Souls, with all 


the Powers and Faculties thereof, and 
arc not the Gifts of the Body where- 
with it is cloathed, allo from him? 
If he doth the greater, doubtleſs he 
doth the leſs allo. 


T 0 juli) a Sinner, and to create 
a Man anew, from a Life of Sin, 
to a Life of Righteouſneſs, is, as 
St. Auguſtine hath told us, a greater 


Act than to create a new Heaven 


and a new Earth: We muſt then ac- 
knowledge, that every good and 
every perfect Gift which is in us, 


whether it be of Grace, Nature or 
Fortune, is of Gov, and cometh 


_—_ from the Father of Lights, 


| Nor is it to be thought, that Gon 


after having created this World, left b 
it wholly in the Hand of Man; af 


bo 


I» 


be governed according to his capri- 
cious Will, taking no further Care 
5 about it, like the Mechanic, who 


having finiſhed his Work, leaves it in 


the Hands either of his Employer or 
; Purchaſer, and has no far ther Thought 
of =: 


: No! as Cov as firſt created this 
World, fo he ſtill preſerveth the 


ſame, fot without his divine Provi- 


dence interpoſing, it could not long 


remain in its preſent State, to which 


the Prophet Nehemiah beareth Wit- 
nels, ſaying, Thou even thou art 
| Lord alone, thou haſt made Heaven, 


the Heaven of Heavens, with all their 


Hoſt, the Earth with all Things 
that are therein, the Seas and all 

5 that are therein, and thou preſerveſt : 
them all; ; and St. Paul tells us, he 
upholdeth all Things by the Word 
of his Power. If his eſpecial Good- 
_ neſs were not omnipreſent, all Things 
wonld ſoon fall into Diſorder and 


E :..- - - "> ua 
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final Ruin. But he 1s viſible every 


where, in Heaven and on Earth, and 


filleth all Creatures with his preſence: 
The Fire with Heat, the Water with 
Moiſture, the Earth with its vivify- 
ing Strength and Juices, to bring 


forth Fruit for the Uſe of Man. 


f Even our very Nutriment, without his 


Aid would yield us no Nouriſhment. 


No Herb would give us Health, ac- 
as to the wiſe Son of Sirach, 
It zis neither Herb nor mollifying 


Plaiſter, that reſtoreth Man to Health, 
but thy Word, O Lo Rb... — 


It is not the Increaſo of the Fruits 


of the Earth that feedeth Man, 


but the Word of the Loxp, which 


preſerveth them that truſt in him; 


for Moſes and ofTIT himſelf 1 
told us, that Man liveth not by 
Bread only, but by every Word that 
n out of the Mouth of Loy. 


It is not therefore any Power in 


the Creatures that worketh their Ef. 


fects, 


1s] 


feats, 1 the” Power and Goode 
of Gop working in them. It is his 


= Word only by which all Things ſub- 


ſiſt. For by the ſame Word which 
ih Heavens were made, by the 
ſame are they now upholden and 
preſerved, faith St. Peter. And in 
the ſame State ſhall they remain, till 
Gop ſhall withdraw his Power from 
them and ſpeak their Diſſolution, 


For were not the Power and Good- 
neſs of Gop ruling in the Creatures, 
how could the Sea, ſo great a Quan- 
| tity of Fluids, raging to deluge the 
Earth, be preſerved within Bounds, 
from overflowing all Things accord- 
ing to its Nature ? which holy Job 
notices, ſaying, behold he holdeth the 
Waters, and by the Breath of the 
Loxp the Waters are ſtreightened. 
or who, faith the Almighty, ſhut up 
the Sea with Doors, and ſaid hither- 
to ſhalt thou come and no farther, 
and here ſhall thy proud Waves be 
ſtayed? 

5 E 2 How 
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How could dhe various Elements, 


ſo contrary to each other, continue 
in Harmony and Concord, for che . 
Service of Man, if it were not for 
the Power and Goodneſs of Gop re- 
ſtraining their Force, from deſtroy- 
ing each other; or why ſhould not 
the Sun, that immence Body of Light 
and Fire, burn up all Things, were 
it not directed in its Courſe by the 
Almighty Power, to give Light and 
competent Heat to his Creatures, and 
to bring forth and ripen the Fruits 
olf the Earth, for the Service of | 
Man? Or how ſhould this ponderous 
Maſs of Earth, hang i in the void 
Space, unleſs upheld by an inviſible 
Almighty Power? For thus ſaitn | 
Job, He ſtretcheth out the North 1 
over the empty Place, and hangeth | 
the Earth upon Nothing. He bind- 
eth up the aters in his thick Clouds, E 
and the Clouds are not rent under 
them. And the Royal Plalmiſt 
teſtifies, He laid the F oundations of 
| 66" 
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che Earth ſo as it ſhall not be re- 


moved for ever. 


If we take a View of the Beaſts 


= of the Field, or the Fiſhes of the 
3 Sea, many of which far ſurpaſs the 
Strength of Men, we muſt acknow- 
ledge it to be the Goodneſs ef Gov, 
that they prevail not againſt us, but 
are under our Subjection, and ſub- 
ſervient to our Uſe; what was it, 
but the Divine Providence, that 
= taught Man to ſubdue the Strength 
of the Horſe, whoſe Neck is clothed 
with Thunder, the Glory of whoſe 
Noftrils is terrible, who paweth in 
the Valley, and rejoiceth in his 
Strength, who mocketh at Fear, and 
is not affrighted ; was it in Man's 
own Brain, of his own Invention, to 
ſubdue. him, and make him uſeful h 


to his Purpoſe ? Or was it not ra- 
ther the Goodneſs of Gov, 


Arhich 
inſpired him wich Underſtanding to 


Who 


. 1 7 

Who was it put Wiſdom in hs 
Heart of Man, but only Gop of his 
Goodneſs? For tho' every Man | hath 
a Mind, yet it is Gop that giveth 
Underſtanding. It could not be 
Man's Wit alone, that invented the 
various Mechanic Arts, but the Good- 
neſs of Gop, which gave Men Un- 
derſtanding, and prompted them to 
examine into the Natures and Diſpo- 
fitions of all his Creatures, ſo as to 
tender them ſerviceable, not to our 
| Neceſſities alone, but alſo for our 
Pleaſure and Delight. 


—— — — — 
_ - 


—— an 
— * » mens «+ — 


So liberal is Gop's Goodneſs to 
us, to provoke our Gratitude to him, | 
that the wiſe Man, the Son of Sirach, 4 
conſeſſeth, that in God's Hand are 
we, and all our Words, all Wil. 

dom alſo and Knowledge of Work- 
manſhip: For it is he that hath | 
given Man the Knowledge of Things, 
both to know the Diſpoſition of the 
World, the Operation of the Ele- 
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ments, the er and End of 
Times, the Change and Diverſities o 
them; the Courſe of the Year, and 
its Seaſons; the Order of the Stars, 
the Natures of Beaſts, and the Pow- 
ers of them; the Violence of the 
Winds; and the Reaſonings of Men; 
the Diverſities of Plants, and the 
Virtues. of their Roots; and what- 
ſoever is hid and ſecret in Nature, 
that the Loxp hath taught. 


And farther, who can ſearch out 
the Things that be 1n Heaven ? for 
hardly do we gueſs right at Things 
that are on Earth, and with Labour 


do we find out the Things that are 


before us, for our Wiſdom is im- 
perfect, and our Policy uncertain ? 
No Man can find out theſe Things, 
except Gop give him Wiſdom, and 
ſendeth into his Heart his Spirit 
from above. 3530 


If 


T 49 * 

If then, the wiſe Man thus _—_ 
eth all Wiſdom and Knowledge t 
proceed from the Goodneſs of Gos, 
ſhall not we acknowledge the ſame, 
and return our grateful Thanks to 


Him, for his Goodneſs and Kindneſs a 
to his Creatures P 


Time would be wanting. to ſhew 
_- fully, how great the Goodneſs of 
=_ Cop appears in all the Creatures of 
the World, how wonderful they are 
in their Creation, how beautiful in 
their Order, and how neceſſary for 
our Uſe; inſomuch that all Men muſt 
acknowledge, their Author . to be 
none other than Almighty - Gov, 
whoſe Goodneſs in his mighty Works, 
they muſt extol, praiſe and magnify 
for evermore. For which excellent 
Goodnels, let us, as it is our bounden 
N Duty, render unto Gop, the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghoſt, all Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving, Honour and Glory, 
now and for evermore, Amen. 


PF 5 r 4} COA: AAS — 4 
* 22 80 : 


w_ - 


+ = - — - — =” = - l — 
hc Gait 6. AED. * 3 — — — 


1 
— 
— x 1 " / CT DE RES . 
— v * — , r * 
O N „ — IR. * 15 n 0 


2 «a 1 


l 2+: d EN 
1 e UF 


4 * 


ANIMA D VERSION. 


N LEES 22 T. Avcusr1N, who- par- 
_ — "III = ti - | TE 
. — JW. ticularly acknowledges 
#5, A that he ſound an inſu- 
TOE IST perable Dilliculty in re- 


conciling the Doctrine of Grace in 
Gop and Free Will in Man; not- 
withſtanding which, he ſteadla My be- 
lieved both, ſaying, in his Epillle to 
Jalenlinus, si non eſt Det Gratia, 
quomodo lalvat Mundum, & ſi non 
eſt Liberum Arbitrium, quomodo ju- 
dicat Mundum ie Where it not 
for the Gr racc of Gov, how would 
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hne ſave che World ? And were there 


not a free Will in Man, how could 
he judge the World ? And indeed, 
he always obſerv'd this as his con- 
ſtant Maxim, „ Never to deny that 


in any Doctrine which is plain, be- 


cauſe he could not comprehend ſome- 


thing therein which was obſcure.” 


The Doctrine of the Antinomians is 
this, that if Mankind live as they 


will, they ſhall be ſaved, ſince 


Cuntsr has died for all. But this 
is a great Miſtake, they muſt firſt 
prove that all will be ſaved, and 
then we will give up the Point. 
Now Cur1sT came to ſave us from 
our Sins, the Deſign of his Appear- 


ance was, to redeem us from all 


Iniquity, and to purify to himſelf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good 
Works. And J am ſure there is as 
much ſpoken of in favour of good 


Works in holy Scripture, as there 
is of Faith, and we muſt manifeſt 


the 


V 
the one by the other, elſe we are 
none of his Diſciples, neither will 


he own us for his at the laſt, and 
receive us into Glory. 


However we live upon Earth, it 
is the Righteous only that will enter 
into Life, But ſay they, we cannot 
do a good Work, ſo fay I, by the 
mere Light of Nature, ſince without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Goo, 
but then Gop is not an Egyptian 
Taſk Maſter, he does not command 
us to make Brick without Straw, 
why does he give us a Talent, and 
enjoins us to make uſe of it, if it 
was uſeleſs, He does not require us 
to ſeek his Face in vain. 


Again, this Doctrine does not en- 
courage Holineſs, but is a Promotion 
of Vice, and therefore contrary to 
the holy Religion which the bleſſed 
Jesvus came to inculcate amongſt 
Mankind, 5: EO. 

of pray 


T 
Pray why is this Life call'd a pro- 
bationary State, but that when the 
Chriſtian is tried, he may receive a 
Crown of Glory. Tho our Redemp- 
tion is finiſhed, yet our Salvation is 
not. Therefore let him that ſtand- 
erh take heed left he fall. —-— 80 
Tun that ye may obtain. For 
he and he only that endureth to 
the End of his Chriſttan Race, ſhall 
be ſaved;—And therefore is this Life 
i compar'd unto a Warfare, that we 
Chriſtians may be made meet to be 
Partakers of the Inheritance with the 
Saints in Light. God grant that may 
be yours and my Lot, O Chriſtian 
and fellow Sinner. 


Wichout Repentance we muſt all 
periſh ; and without Holineſs, no 
one ſhall ſee and enjoy GOD. If all 
had true Faith, and ſo in the Way 
of Salvation, St. James had no Oc- 
caſion to upbraid thoſe to whom he 
writes, that ſome of them wanted that 
"= neceſſary 


neceſſary Diſpoſition of all Godlineſs 
and true Religion: It being the Pa- 
rent of all Virtues, without which 
We are counted Dead belore Cob. 


Anil therefore they are without Ex- 
cule, being diſobedient to every good 
Word and Work.—But may the 
Lord open their Eyes, to fſce the 
Things which concern their cver— 
lafling Peace, before they are for, ever 
hid, from their Eyes. 


When we have unhappily ſuffered 
_ ourſelves to be conquered by our 
Luſts, it is great Coodneſs in the 
Almighty, to regard it as an Act of 
Temerity and Weakneſs, and to re- 
ceive us again into his divine Favour, 
on the ealy Terms of Repentance 
and Amendinent of Life, trough 
Faith in the bleſſed Goſpel of his 
Son. 
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> oft 8 we is a Matter of 
2 4 S the greateſt Concern, and 
F Seriouſneſs ; whatever re- 
lates to it ought to be 
treated with the greateſt Reverence and 
Sobriety ; and therefore all Railing, 
Reproach, Drollery, &c. ought to be 
baniſhed from Diſcourſes of eicher 
side. The primitive Apologiſts for 
the Chriſtian Religion, did not employ 
their Pens in trifling Mirth and Rail- 
ery upon them; neither did Celſus 
and other Pagan Writers, employ their 
Learning to conſute the Chriſtian 
Doctrines, in the Stile of Drollery 
and ſatirical Wit. If | Religion be 
true, as undoubtedly it is, the more 
it is enquired into, the more it will 
be found to be ſo; and this will al- 
ways adminiſter both more Conviction 
and more Satisfaction to the ſincerely 
Religious and diligent Searcher after 
Truth, than all the idle Jargon what- 
ſoever 
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ſoever, where Prejudice and Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion bear the Sway; and a captious 
Humour of Wrangling, devoid of 
Wiſdom and ' Goodneſs, which does 
not in the leaſt promote the Cauſe of 
Virtue, but rather the Cauſe of Vice. 
Tho' I muſt own, that ſome Free 
| Thinkers, (which is only another 
Term for free Livers) act with more 
Precaution than one would imagine 
they might, according to their own 
Principles; yet Religion is certainly a 
Help and a Completion of natural. 
Religion, if they would do themſelves 
and others the Juſtice to acknowledge 
from whence they are beholden, to a 
perfect Syſtem of religious Laws, 
which are beſt. agreeable to the 
moſt High, and which natural Reli- 


= gion cannot help us to. 


| Tt is amazing that the Adverſaries 
of the Chriſtian Religion ſhould ſay, 
that the old Teſtament does not pre- 
dict our Lord and Saviour Jzsus 
© HBIST, 
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Curisr, when the Jews, both anti- 


ent and modern, always confeſs it 
did; and does not our divine Maſter 


ſay, ſearch the Scriptures; (the old 
Teſtament) for "09: are War which 


teltify of me? 


From our Lonp's Parable of the 
Vine, we have this remarkable Ob- 
ſervation ſuggeſted to us, that the 
natural Vine is merely paſſive in all 
its Productions, whereas the myſtical 


one is not ſo; and therefore, tho 
the Barrennels of the Ninchen of the 
former be a Misfortune only, yet. of 


the latter and ſpiritual one, is truly 
a Crime: Hence we are called upon 
to "WY ourſelves from all Filthi- 


nels, both of Fleſh and Spirit; ex- 


Forted not to receive the Grace of 


Gor in vain ; forbidden to reſiſt 
to quench, to grieve, his Holy Soirit; 
commanded to work out our own 
Salvation, with Fear and Trembling; 


upon this Encouragement, that ſuch 
Labour 


th 
Labour ſhall not be in vain; | becauſe 
it is Gop which worketh in us, both 


IS - 1 


to will and to do, of his good Plea- 
ſure. When Gov had fe David's 
Heart at Liberty, he then reſolved 
and, ran the Way of his Command- 
ments: When Currsr had ſtrength- 


e St, Paul, he could then do all 


The chief Thing then Hs in 
a true Repentance and hearty Belief . 
in CukIs T, is a patient Continuance 
in well doing to the End of our 
Lives. For as the holy Jxsus aſſures 
us, that he that holds out to the 
End ſhall be ſaved : So does the 
Spirit of God ' profeſs, that if any 
Man draw back, ie fall into Perdi- 
rion, his Soul ſhall have no Pleaſure 
in him. Hence we are ſaid to be 
Partakers of CRS Tr, if we hold the 
Beginning of our Confidence fieadlaft 
unto the End. But not elſe. For 
=: -$0:* him only that oyercometh, 
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his Works to the End, 
Sayrour hath promiled a 
Hence our Religion is 
| aid to be a continual Warfare, and 
we muſt be preſſing forward toward 
the Mark of bur hi high Calling, with 
the Apoſtle, leaſtꝭ dye fail of the Prize. 
If the Righteous chemlelves ſhall 
ſcarcely be ſaved, where then ſhall 
the Wicked and the Ungodly appear, 
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